A Review of the Society's 
Work for 1937 


May issue of the Brste Socrpry Record carries 
data compiled for the Annual Report of the 
Society’s Board of Managers. The report was 
this year presented to the Annual Meeting on May 12 un- 
der the title “Again—Over Seven Million,” 1937 being 
the thirteenth successive year in which the Society’s dis- 
tribution exceeded that figure. There are a few extra 
copies of the complete illustrated report which, as long 
as they last, will be furnished to Recorp readers at ten 
cents a copy. A brief summary of the report is given 
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The Year at a Glance 


HE Society’s distribution 
of 17,328,550 volumes of 
Scripture represents about one 


fourth of the estimated num- 


ber of Scripture volumes dis- 
tributed in the world last year. 
Since its organization in 1816 
the Society has issued 283,770,- 
204 volumes; of which 30,984,- 
922 have been whole Bibles. 
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During the year the Society 
distributed the Scriptures in 
170 languages and dialects and 
in an additional 26 characters 
including the different systems 
for the Blind. The Scriptures 
were circulated in the United 
States in 97 languages, and by 
the Foreign Agencies and cor- 
respondents in 149. 


The year was a notable one 
in that the number of languages 
into which some appreciable 
part of the Bible has now been 
translated passed the 1,000 
mark. Seventeen new languages 
were added during the year, 
bringing the total to 1,008. The 
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Secretaries. 


below. 


Society rejoices to have had a 
part in this thrilling achieve- 
ment. 
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Among the gains noted for 
the year were an encouraging 
increase in the gifts from 
churches and a larger number 
of individuals making personal 
contributions. Secretary 
Brown’s article on page 79 re- 
veals, however, that some of 
the largest denominations are 
among the smallest givers; and 
the table on page 86 reveals 
that even the large number of 
individuals who gave did not 


The Cover Picture 


HE portrait of John Wes- 
ley appearing on the cover 
is from an engraving by Downs 
after a painting from life by 
Williams. Wesley chose this 


portrait as the frontispiece of his 


“Explanatory Notes on the New 
Testament” published in London 
in 1755. The picture is repro- 
duced from a copy of this book 
belonging to the library of the 
Methodist Historical Society in 
New York. See item on page 85. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, MAY 1938 


Harrisburg, Pa. Published monthly, 
American Bible Society, Bible House, 
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bring the total gifts from that 
source up to the figure of 1936. 
The Secretaries on the field 
are crying for more Scriptures 
to place in hands eager to re- 
ceive them. Larger gifts from 
churches and individuals is the 
only answer to this ery. 


Work in the Homeland 


On the home field there was 
a heartening increase in dis- 
tribution, notably in whole Bi- 
bles. This included more than 
60,000 volumes distributed to 
flood sufferers in the Ohio Riv- 
er area, at a cost of over $5,000 
contributed for the purpose by 
friends of the Society in re- 
sponse to a special appeal; 
48,000 volumes, mostly Tes- 
distributed through 
grateful chaplains to the men 
in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps; large type Gospels for 
use in government directed 
adult education programs, and 
the never-ceasing service to 
needy churches, prisons, hos- 
pitals, orphanages, missions, 
and other such institutions. 


(Turn to page 88.) 
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| J OHN WESLEY, like his brothers and 
J sisters,—he was the fifteenth of the 

nineteen children who filled the 
| quiver of Samuel and Susanna,—learned 
}all his letters, both great and small, from 
A B C to Zed, between dawn and dark of 
this fifth birthday. (Mistress Wesley 
thought that little Molly and Nancy were 
“very dull” because it took them a day 
and a half before they knew their letters 
iperfectly!). The “first reader” used in 
Mrs. Wesley’s famous rectory school an- 
tedated McGuffey’s. It was the Bible. 
That was the first book that was put into 
their little hands, and the opening words 
of Genesis were the first which they 
learned to spell out—‘In the beginning 
God.” And at the very end of his long life 
the last words which trembled on the lips 
of the dying saint, to be caught up by the 
anxious listeners by his bedside, and 
echoed by his followers everywhere were 
“The best of all is God is with us!” 

Throughout his long life the Bible was 
Wesley's inseparable companion. At Ox- 
ford they called him “a Bible-eater.” He 
read the New Testament in Greek almost 
as fluently as in English—and almost as 
often, his diaries being witness. 

Writer of many books, perhaps the 
most important was his Haxplanatory 
Notes on the New Testament, which ran 
through numerous editions. Copies of 
the three-volume set which Wesley sent 
‘to America in 1775 as a gift for each 
'Methodist preacher are still cherished 
heirlooms in a few old Methodist families. 
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John Wesley and His Bible 
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In Wesley’s time as in our own—for the 
twentieth like the eighteenth is a “sick 
century’—the Bible was largely in 
eclipse. It was an Age of Reason; secu- 
larism was smothering the things of the 
spirit, and a philosophical humanism 
seemed to be crowding God out of the uni- 
verse and out of the hearts of men. In 
that doubting and apostate age John 
Wesley anchored his faith to the immov- 
able Rock of Holy Scripture. What he 
thought of the Bible he declared in these 
memorable words: 

“To candid, reasonable men, I am not 
afraid to lay open what have been the 
inmost thoughts of my heart. I have 
thought, I am a creature of a day, passing 
through life as an arrow through the air. 
Tam a spirit come from God, and return- 
ing to God: just hovering over the great 
gulf; till, a few moments hence, I am no 
more seen; I drop into an unchangeable 
eternity! I want to know one thing—the 
way to heaven; how to land safe on that 
happy shore. God himself has conde- 
scended to teach the way; for this very 
end He came from heaven. He hath writ- 
ten it down in a book. O give me that 
book! At any price, give me the book of 
God! I have it; here is knowledge enough 
for me. Let me be homo unius libri (a 
man of one book). Here, then, I am, far 
from the busy ways of men. I sit down 
alone: only God is here. In His presence 


‘TI open, I read His book; for this end, to 
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find the way to heaven!” 
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The American Bible Society, lts Oppor- 


tunities and Responsibilities 


By ERIC M. NORTH 


This is the second of two articles by 
Secretary North on the Society’s work. 
The first entitled ‘‘The Purpose and 
Processes of the Society’? appeared in 
the April Issue. 


UTSIDE of Great Britain, the British 
() Dominions, western Europe, and the 

United States, the world is dependent 
upon the Bible Societies for the Scriptures. 
There is practically no commercial production 
of the Scriptures in the rest of the world, be- 
cause for one thing the people cannot pay the 
price that the commercial concern demands for 
its expenses and profits. Here in America you 
can go to your bookstore and buy commercial 
Scriptures easily. But that can not be done in 
Asia, or Africa, or Latin America, or the is- 
lands of the sea. It is upon the Bible Societies 
that the people in these lands are dependent 
for the Book. 

Opportunities are also set before the Bible 
Societies by moving spiritual tides. Latin 
Americans in great numbers have turned from 
the dominant church; theosophy, spiritualism, 
and other cults are flooding in with their spe- 
cious answers to the resulting moral hunger. 
Our Secretaries tell us if we could supply the 
books, meeting the difference between the cost 
of printing and the meagre price that can be 
paid by the people on the field, and if we could 
pay the cost of small commissions and colpor- 
tage, we could distribute from two to three 
times as many books in Latin America. Think 
what heart hungers that would satisfy! 

Opportunities are before the Society, be- 
cause doors are open now that may be shut 
later. Such are the doors of Russia. Others 
may follow. 

But, it is not limitation on the mission field 
that hinders the effective distribution of the 
Scriptures. In Japan, 20 colporteurs in 1936 


visited 347,000 homes, made sales in over 
144,000, selling over 530,000 Gospels and other 
portions. That was done by house-to-house 
canvass. Yet there are two million more 
homes in the section of Japan for which the 
American Bible Society has assumed responsi- 
bility, that have not been visited. If we could 
double our force of colporteurs, we could very 
nearly reach twice as many people in Japan. 

“Tt is not limitation on the mission field that 
hinders distribution.” 

The work of the Society, the fulfilment of its 
simple but imperative purpose, depends upon 
the quality of the convictions of Christians and 
Christian churches about the Bible. We believe 
that there is a great body of latent conviction 
concerning the indispensable value of the Scrip- 
tures—a conviction that hesitates to express 
itself because still reacting from a period of 
debate concerning the Scriptures. It would be 
wholesome if the leadership of the churches 
could stir those convictions to fuller expression 
in wider encouragement of the use of the Scrip- 
tures in personal and family devotion. The 
greatest barrier to the world-wide distribution 
of the Scriptures is the inadequate use vast 
numbers of Christians make of them. Doubt- 
less, this same barrier lies between us and a 
world of order and peace and good will among 
men. 

The work of the Society still further depends 
upon the conviction of Christians that the peo- 
ple of the world ought to have the Bible. We 
are all familiar with the half-educated church 
member who does not believe in missions. The 
amazing thing is that there are multitudes of 
devout lovers of the Bible, church members, 
churches, even whole denominations, who, 
though loving and reading their Bibles, do- 
nothing or next to nothing toward helping 
other people to possess it! 

Finally, the work of the Society rests upon 
the degree to which Christian people know the 
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fascinating facts of what is involved in bring- 
ing the Scriptures to humanity. We believe 
that the latent convictions about the Bible are 
such that, if the story of the world-wide need 
for translation and distribution of the Scrip- 
tures can reach the ears or the eyes of the great 
body of Christians in America, not only will 
needed support for the cause be found, but 
more widespread use of the Bible among them 
will result. From pastors, laymen, church offi- 
cers in position of leadership, the Society cov- 
ets aid making vivid to the churches and their 
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members the centrality and the urgency of the 
distribution of the Scriptures. 

The Bible Society does not own the Bible. 
The church does not own the Bible. It is one 
of God’s great gifts to men,—one of the great- 
est,—containing unlimited power for the re- 
demption of humanity. But, though the church 
does not own it, it is the trustee of it. Unless 
the church brings this book to humanity, no 
one else will. The Society is the trained serv- 
ant of the church for this task. Give it power 
to make this book mankind’s own! 


Along New Trails in Brazil 


The Society’s distribution in Brazil for 1937 surpassed that of any other year. 
The story told here indicates the devotion and heroism required to achieve 
such a record 


BY THE REVEREND CHARLES W. TURNER, PH.D., Secretary, Brazil Agency 


hinterland of Brazil, far from the sea- 

coasts. Many of the towns and villages 
in the interior are difficult of access. Distances 
are so great that in most cases days and even 
weeks of weary and arduous journeying are re- 
quired to reach them. And about the only avail- 
able means of getting to these far-off places is 
on muleback, by oxcart, on foot, or along the 
great inland waterways. While these modes of 
travel are necessarily slow, yet, through careful 
planning and routing, colporteurs of the So- 
ciety are enabled thus to reach thousands upon 
thousands of persons residing in localities not 
favored with the conveniences common to the 
large centres of population. 

In surveying the requirements of the field, 
the Brazil Agency of the Society has decided to 
respond with all the means at its disposal to 
the clamoring needs of the pioneer aspects of 
its work. Last year, for instance, a number of 
successful pioneer enterprises of colporteurs 
were undertaken in the course of which thou- 
sands of Scriptures were distributed. Reports 
on these show that careful work invariably 
brings justifying results. 

Besides the colporteurs directly on our staff 
a number of friends, in the furtherance of their 
own tasks, have cooperated with us carrying 
out an effective distribution of Scriptures 
throughout long itineraries covered in the hin- 


IY iristenta of people inhabit the vast 


Missionary L. M. Bratcher Touring the Hinterland 
of Brazil 


terland. Among these friends on whom we 
count for the development of our sphere of 
action is the Reverend L. M. Bratcher, of the 
Southern Baptist Mission in Brazil. 

For his planned journeys of hundreds of 
miles last year Mr. Bratcher required many 
thousands of Gospels and Testaments, which 
were immediately provided by our Agency at 
prices far below cost. In this way the Society 
was enabled to carry out in part through him, 
as it has through other eminently justified 
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friends, its high purpose of pushing on into 
pioneer fields with the Scriptures. 

Upon returning to Rio de Janeiro, Mr. 
Bratcher provided us with a few suggestive 
photographs which serve to illustrate this state- 
ment. He reported a signally successful tour 
through regions where Christ is seldom named 
and where the Bible is practically unknown. 


The Bible on 
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The Scriptures were faithfully presented all 
along the way with earnest appeal, and were 
received with eagerness and understanding. We 
have real proof here that through this coopera- 
tive effort along new trails in Brazil an abiding 
impression has been left concerning the in- 
estimable worth of the transforming message 
it is our privilege to circulate. 


Bayou Grand 


BY THE REVEREND J. J. MORGAN, Secretary, Southwestern District 


Where pirates once had their hiding place in the lower Mississippi 
Delta, a colony of hardy but neglected people now make their 
homes. The Bible is the chief book in the only school they know 


learn quickly, so that he can read the 

Bible to us at home.” That, says Miss 
Jessie Parmelee, is the prayer she hears the In- 
dian mothers and fathers pray most often at 
the Sunday night services in her little mission 
school on Bayou Grand. 

Bayou Grand is one of the many slow-moving 
streams that wind through the sea-marshes be- 
low New Orleans, forming a labyrinth of water- 
ways between the Mississippi and the Gulf. 
The natives call this country “the trembling 
prairie,’ and it is, for the most part, one great, 
wet plain, covered with thick grasses as high 
as a man’s head and crisscrossed by hundreds 
of bayous, so treacherous and obscure that 
many an unwary boatman has been lost there 
forever. 

A hundred and twenty-five years ago, these 
marshes were the stronghold of Jean Lafitte 
and his pirates, who did a thriving business 
along the Barataria Coast. Now, as then, they 
are inhabited by the ‘“‘bayou people,” a hardy 
folk, who for generations have made their liv- 
ing by hunting, fishing, and trapping, and who 
seem inured not only to the dank airs, the 
fevers, and the breathless heat of the marshes, 
but to the tropical hurricanes that often sweep 
over their homes. They are predominantly In- 
dian in blood, but many show in their names, 
their language, and their faces unmistakable 
signs of French, Spanish, Italian, and Portu- 
guese ancestry. 


Ge ()": Father, please help my boy to 


For more than four years, Miss Parmelee and 
her associates have lived and taught here among 
these people, whose homes are accessible only 
by water and who have never before known 
church or school. ‘We now have both,’ Miss 
Parmelee writes. “I teach during the summer, 
because the people go trapping in the winter, 
taking their children with them. I have a full- 
time school, only lower grades, but all ages, 
forty pupils. I am teaching all subjects taught 
in public schools and using state free textbooks, 
but specializing in the Bible. For this reason, 
I cannot receive state money. 


“The principal motive of these people for 
wanting a school is that their children may 
learn to read the Bible. Some of our older peo- 
ple are learning to read a little too. The men 
carry Bibles with them in their boats, saying 
that God is teaching them; and the women are 
so grateful when J can visit them in their homes 


Miss Parmelee and a Group of Her Bayou School Children 
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Proud of Their American Bible Society Bibles 


and teach them to read just one verse or two. 
Their reading in the service is labored, but 
they are so happy and proud over it, and the 
verses they read go home to the hearts of the 
listeners because the reader reads them as if 
he or she loved them.” 


Few of the bayou people have money enough 
for food and clothing, much less to buy Bibles, 
and Miss Parmelee’s small schoolroom supply 
does double duty—in classes during the day; 
in the homes of the children at night. 


For example, there was Mary, whose father 
could read and had long wanted to own a Bible. 
But, for all his efforts, he could never earn 
more than just enough to feed his family. 
Sometimes Miss Parmelee could lend them one 
of the school Bibles, and then, in the after- 
noons, when he came home from work, he and 
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Mary would read together until it was too dark 
to see. They knew they must not keep the 
Bible too long, for there were so many waiting, 
—Dorothy, who had promised to read to her 
grandmother, and Adam, who wanted to read 
to his mother, and Rita’s family, and Alido’s, 
and so many other bayou homes, waiting for a 
chance to have the Word of God. 


The American Bible Society had supplied 
Miss Parmelee with some Scriptures for her 
classes, and not long ago she wrote telling of 
these homes and asking if a Bible could be 
given for each one where there was a child 
capable of reading it aloud. The books were 
sent, and back came a bunch of letters, neat 
letters, written in pencil, with many careful 
erasures. 


Mary writes jubilantly: ‘Thank you for the 
Bibles. One of the Bibles is mine. I have one 
now.” 


And Alido: “TI read the Bible to my mother 
every night. My mother don’t know how to 
read. This Bible I gone to take good care of it 
because it is God’s Word. My love I send to 
you.” 


And another, from someone very small this 
time: “I thank you for the Bible. I will soon 
be so I can read the Bible. I can read a little 
now.” (On the bottom of this one is a blue- 
bird in colored crayon and a notation by the 
teacher: ‘‘He says he can’t write very well, so 
he made a picture for you, Mr. Morgan.”) 

And yet another: “I am glad you send us the 
Bibles. Come and tell us about Jesus. Come 
and tell us more about Jesus.” 


Cooperation Across the Border 


The Secretary of the Mexico Agency and the Secretary of the Southwestern 
District visit Mexican churches in Texas and meet with a rousing reception 


r NHERE are nearly 700,000 Mexicans in 
Texas, three fourths of them foreign- 
born and a large percentage of them un- 

able to speak more than a few words of English. 
Many are transients, following seasonal labor 
trends from citrus grove to truck farm, to 
ranch—and back again. But every Texas city 
of any size has its “Little Mexico,” cut off from 
the rest of the town by invisible but definite 


lines, lines rarely crossed except by teachers, 
missionaries, and the occasional tourist in 
search of “Mexican atmosphere.” Here thou- 
sands of Mexicans live out their whole lives 
almost without contact with the English-speak- 
ing population. They have their own stores, 
their own newspapers, their own social life, 
their own churches. Most of them belong, at 
least nominally, to the Roman Catholic or to 
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the Mexican Catholic Church. But every Mex- 
ican center has also its struggling evangelical 
churches—Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, 
Disciples, Lutherans, Pentecostal, and others— 
headed usually by Mexican pastors and receiv- 
ing some financial aid from the mission boards 
of the denominations they represent. 

Ever since its foundation, the Southwestern 
District of the American Bible Society, with 
headquarters in Dallas, has tried to help these 
churches to bring Spanish Scriptures at cost, or 
less than cost, to the Mexican people. In 1937 
the total distribution of Spanish Scriptures in 
the District amounted to over 27,000 volumes. 

But Secretary Morgan was not satisfied. He 
felt that it was not enough to correspond with 
American missionaries and with those Mexican 
pastors who could write English. Somehow the 
Bible Society must make direct contact with the 
pastors and members of the Mexican congrega- 
tions, must teach them that the Society is their 
friend, that here they can get Scriptures in their 
own language at cost, and that they have a per- 
sonal responsibility in helping to bring the Bi- 
ble to those of their own nationality who do not 
know the Word of God. And he decided that the 
man whom the Mexicans of Texas would most 
gladly hear was Secretary Marroquin of the 


Rey. G. A. Walls, Secretary Morgan and Secretary 
Marroquin at Victoria, Texas 


Mexican Agency of the American Bible So- 
ciety. 

A letter to Mexico City brought-a cordial ac- 
ceptance from Secretary Marroquin, and, after 
nearly six months of correspondence with 
representatives of various denominations, Mr. 
Morgan and Mr. Marroquin were ready to start 
off together on a two-week tour of the centers of 
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Mexican population in Texas. To their delight, 
the Reverend G. A. Walls, pastor of the Mexi- 
can Presbyterian Church and director of the 
Mexican Presbyterian Center in Fort Worth, 
generously offered the use of his car and his — 
own services as driver and interpreter. He 
was at once and unanimously elected business 
manager of the tour. 

Secretary Marroquin’s itinerary in Texas in- 
cluded a journey of over 1,500 miles, with 
stops at Laredo, Seguin, Fort Worth, Dallas, 
Houston, Corpus Christi, Kingsville, Tex-Mex 
Institute, San Benito, Brownsville, Mission, 
Pharr, and San Antonio, where local commit- 
tees had planned interdenominational gather- 
ings to hear him. 

Let us take you to one of these meetings— 
one typical of many. 

The service is set for 8:00 p.m. As we 
drive up to the church door at 7:15, the peo- 
ple are already going in. Instantly half a dozen 
Mexican boys are beside the car, eager to help 
us unload the stereopticon, the screen, and the 
Bibles. The pastor, too, comes out smiling to 
greet us; he has known Mr. Marroquin in 
Mexico and is delighted to welcome him to his 
church. 

The building is small; we wonder how all 
the people will get in. Inside, chairs have been 
set up to supplement the wooden pews; low, 
backless benches have been placed down in 
front for the children. The interior is painted 
white; everything is beautifully fresh and 
clean. Framed Bible mottoes decorate the walls, 
and the platform around the pulpit is banked 
with flowers from the members’ gardens: roses, 
hibiscus, oleander, poinsettias, Easter lilies, and 
sprays of purple bougainvillea. The scent of a 
few late orange blossoms comes in through the 
open windows, and the wind in the palm trees 
outside makes a sound as of continual rain. 

The church bell begins to ring, and more 
and more people pour in. The pastor whispers 
to us that all the local evangelical churches are 
already well represented and that about twenty 
percent of the audience is Catholic. He thrusts 
into our hands a sheaf of varicolored papers— 
handbills which have been scattered through- 
out the town, extending an “Atenta Invitaci6n” 
to “la honorable Colonia Mexicana” to hear “el 
eminente orador Biblico, Sr. H. T. Marroquin, 
actual representante de la Agencia Biblica 
Americana en la Republica Mexicana.” He 
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Boys of Tex-Mex Institute near Kingsville, Texas. 
Secretary Marroquin addressed them 


adds that announcements have appeared in 
both the English and Spanish press of neigh- 
boring towns, and that at least one truckload of 
people has come from a fruit farm thirty miles 
away. 

The people come in quietly, most of them in 
family groups—father, mother with baby in 
her arms, high-school-age son and daughter, in 
neat American clothes, shepherding a flock of 
six or seven little ones. Here comes an old lady 
in a black rebozo, carrying a bunch of scarlet 
lilies, which she insists on placing on the pulpit 
with her own hands, although the service has 
already begun. 

The minister announces the opening hymn. 
We search frantically through the unfamiliar 
book, but the bright-eyed little boy who has 
been smiling at us from the front row is beside 
us in an instant, proudly pointing out the cor- 
rect song. There isa choir, but none is really 
needed, for most Mexicans are natural singers, 
and the untrained voices ring out with strength 
and sweetness: 

Santa Biblia, para mi 
Eres un tesoro aqui. 

The pastor, with a few words of greeting, 
starts to introduce the eight ministers of vari- 
ous denominations who are seated on the plat- 
form. Mexican courtesy demands that the 
entire congregation shall rise to acknowledge 
each introduction separately. But at the third 
the stout mother of many, next to us, pants: 
“T am not made for this getting up and down. 
I shall remain standing.” And she does—most 
sensibly—through five introductions! 

Secretary Morgan is presented, speaks brief- 
ly of the desires of the American Bible Society 
to cooperate with the evangelical Mexicans of 
Texas, and of his pleasure in being able to 
bring Secretary Marroquin to speak to them in 
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their own language. Mr. Walls translates. The 
pastor introduces Secretary Marroquin, the 
lights are turned off, and the illustrated part of 
the address begins. 

The audience is absolutely silent; there is no 
sound except the rustle of the palms outside 
and the clear voice of the speaker. First, he 
takes them with him on his journey to the Holy 
Land, to Mount Sinai, where Moses received the 
Law; he shows them the ancient writings, He- 
brew and Greek, then John 3:16 in some of 
the modern languages in which the Bible is 
still read; he speaks of Gutenberg and the 
first printed Bible, and of the great rotary 
presses which now turn out penny portions by 
the thousands. Then: “Let us go to Mexico”; 
and there is a little stir among the people as he 
begins to show them pictures of the homeland 
many of them have never seen. They sit en- 
thralled as Mr. Marroquin takes them with 
him on his missionary journeys through Mexi- 
co, over mountain passes and through fertile 
valleys, to far-off cities with names like music 
—Monterrey, Tampico, Guadalajara, Mazatlan. 
Then to Mexico City itself, with its sleeping 
volcanoes, the Cathedral, Chapultepec, and the 
Bible House, from which Scriptures go out to 
all Mexico. He shows them how the colportage 
work is done, tells them of arduous journeys 
on foot, on burroback, in oxcart, to bring the 


Senorita Esther Jimenez Reads Aloud from Her Spanish 
Testament on the Steps of a Houston Church 


Word of God to people on lonely ranches or in 
the depths of the Tierra Caliente. He shows them 
pictures of Mexican colporteurs, some of whom 
have suffered persecution, imprisonment and 
even death for their faith. He tells them how, 
under the present government, with its empha- 
sis on public education and tolerance, circula- 
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tion has increased by 10,000 volumes in the 
past year, including more whole Bibles than 
ever before in the history of the Agency; how 
the Scriptures are being translated into the 
native tongues of 3,000,000 Indians of Mexico 
who do not speak Spanish; how the 130,000 
Protestants of that country contributed 4,152 
pesos (over a thousand dollars) to the support 
of the Bible Society; how even the illiterates 
often buy copies of the Bible, in the hope that 
someone will read aloud to them—so great is 
their desire for the Word of God. 

When the lights are turned on, Secretary 
Marroquin tells how they can cooperate in this 
work by, first of all, studying their own Bibles, 
by regular family worship, by the celebration 
of Universal Bible Sunday, by personal mis- 
sionary work among their own people. There 
are eager’ murmurs of assent: “Si, si!,” 
“Amen!” and even a loud “Glorias al Sefior!” 
from an old lady of Pentecostal faith. 

As he finishes, with an earnest plea that at 
least one Gospel be placed in every home— 
Protestant or Catholic—in the Mexican com- 
munity, the crowd surges up to greet him, to 
assure him that this evening will never be for- 
gotten, and that every one of his suggestions 
will be put in practice. 

The ministers themselves hold a hasty, in- 
formal meeting, then announce that they are 
going to institute at once such an interdenomi- 
national Scripture canvass as Secretary Mar- 
roquin has suggested, and great is their delight 
when Secretary Morgan tells them that his Dis- 
trict will donate 500 Gospels for the purpose. 

As the itinerant secretaries start to drive 
away, one of the pastors lingers by the car in 
the darkness. “My Brothers,” he says softly, 
“it was indeed God’s will that brought you here. 
The circulation of Spanish Scriptures will be 
greatly increased. But, most of all, I rejoice 
that to-night for the first time we Mexican pas- 
tors of different denominations have been led to 
work together for the kingdom of God.” 

Highteen such meetings were held in church- 
es and school buildings throughout much of 
Central Texas, the Gulf Coast section and the 
Rio Grande Valley. Over 7,000 Mexicans heard 
Secretary Marroquin speak to them in their 
own language of the work and aims of the 
Bible Society, and 14,000 Gospels were left with 
the pastors for missionary distribution. 

When Secretary Morgan returned to his of- 
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fice, letters in Spanish were already waiting 
for him, several containing orders from repre- 
sentatives appointed early in the tour, and all 
expressing deep appreciation of Secretary Mar- 
roquin’s message and pledging their renewed 
efforts in the distribution of Spanish Scriptures 
among nonevangelical Mexicans. 

This is no idle promise. Poverty is not an 
insuperable handicap. Already the Mexican 
congregations are striving with all their might 
to grow out of the status of missions into that 
of self-sustaining churches. Their resources are 
small, but they know how to give generously. 
Many a tiny Mexican church has an income 
from gifts equal to an actual one tenth of the 
total income of the members. When a new 
church or a new Sunday School unit is needed, 
every man, woman, and child in the congrega- 
tion gives of his or her time and labor to build 
it. If the same spirit is put into the Scripture 
distribution movement, it cannot fail, and what- 
ever help is given by the Bible Society and by 
friends of the Bible Cause will be more than 
matched by the faith, the persistence, and the 
unquenchable cheerfulness and courage of the 
Mexican evangelical people. 
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WHAT ABOUT 


By GEORGE WILLIAM BROWN 


who are sincerely interested in how the So- 
ciety receives its financial support, such 
questions as the following have frequently been 
put to the writer: ‘What about the churches? 
Do they all believe in distributing the Scrip- 
tures? Are they giving generously to the So- 
ciety? What churches give the most? What 
churches seem least interested? Is the per cap- 
ita giving the same? How do they give?” And 
so the questions go. 

Let it be said first of all that the churches 
certainly do give to the Society. Gifts from the 
denominations constitute one of the Society’s 
main sources of income. Last year the churches 
of the United States contributed more than 
$117,000. 


It is not quite true to say that the churches 
employ as many different methods of support- 
ing the Society as there are denominations but 
there is a very wide diversity in method. Some 
churches, for instance, have the Society in their 
official denominational budget on the percent- 
age basis. Some churches make a definite an- 
nual grant from a central fund. One particular 
church makes two grants in like amount 
through its home and foreign mission boards. 
Some denominations designate a certain Sun- 
day for a special offering. One denomination 
authorizes an offering but leaves it to the dis- 
eretion of the local churches to decide when the 


L- conversations with friends of the Society 


offering shall be taken. There are some churches 


THE CHURCHES? 


If more Bibles are to be circulated among 
the unevangelized millions of foreign lands 
and among the forgotten thousands of our 
own country, the American Bible Society 
will have to do a great share of it. General 
Secretary Brown here presents many of 
the questions that arise about the respon- 
sibility of the churches to support the 
Society in this fundamental missionary 
enterprise. 


which make gifts to the Society without any of- 
ficial authorization simply because certain pas- 
tors within those denominations love the Bible 
and believe in its circulation. A few denomi- 
nations take an offering for the Society on 
Universal Bible Sunday. 


Inasmuch as just a little over 80 percent of 
all the money which the Society received last 
year from the denominations came from 
churches of the Methodist and Presbyterian 
families it would appear that the most satisfac- 
tory financial relationship is that with well- 
organized denominations which function under 
processes of control and supervision. How- 
ever the almost negligible support from the 
Protestant Episcopal Church would seem to dis- 
prove such a statement. 


Many times the question has been asked: 
“How did the depression beginning in 1929 af- 
fect the giving of the churches?” The answer 
is: “Quite materially!” In 1928, $213,300 were 
received. Each year thereafter the amount 
grew smaller shrinking to $90,812 in 1933. In 
1934 and in 1936 a little more than $100,000 
were received although in the intervening year 
the gifts were less than $97,000. 


The total of the churches’ giving last year 
was larger than in any year since 1931. Of a 
total of thirty-six denominations contributing 
in 1937 two made gifts for the first time and 
all but three contributed more than in 1936. 
The following table shows the comparative giv- 
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ing of 1937 and 1936 by the various denomina- 
tions which support the Society: 
1937 


Adventists, Seventh-day $734 $1,222 
AMC ER CH GOCh .5e650000004 2b2, 100 


iBayOuNeG, INOW son oaooecoue 1,012 419 
ISAO, SOU sosocdosooooe 229 74 
Brethrengeer cette re merrerie 302 Dol 
Christian and Missionary Alliance 161 

ChirchsotiGodiewerrni eer ite 140 A Cte 
Congregational and Christian .. 2,902 2,892 
IDNSSHHER OE (Cleve Gan daooos ox 659 510 
Hivang clicalmemena aetna iain ree 102 44 
Evangelical and Reformed ..... 1,029 957 
mich eran we America mere cr eras 675 614 
ihuiheranheAt CUStalia meee eis 1,524 AT 
DUNCAN, MCEROUI, 566660000006 LP 76 
Lutheran, Norwegian .......... Up Alsy7e 1,021 
Bucherane United samme creer. 3,266 2,461 


MichMonitere. caer ieee: 162 89 


Methodist Episcopal ........... 45,862 38,930 
Methodist Episcopal, South ..... BPA IBA ley 
Methodist Epis., African ....... 1,810 1,788 
Methodist Epis. Zion, African .. 639 415 
Methodist Epis., Colored ....... 362 248 
IMIG Ae, IMR 4. a0dedc0nubcns 67 86 
Methodist Protestant .......... 438 518 
Mora viaiineNOriieemiree tice cr 571 372 
WOT, SOW soonpoopnoacec 5 eh 
Nazar ON Gaertn arcrsscesuskeysre siemens, oe 84 38 
PLESDV TET Tale We son ae hee ete st 8,932 8,330 


LARS ON AMSTEL, Weise aoc eno0000 


Presbyterian, Covenanter ...... 647 683 
Presbyterian, Cumberland ...... 288 202 
IPRS onAeTaen, (WMUECL 4 sco bos ac 1,494 1,282 
Protestants Mpiscopal marty ce. 624 209 
Retonmedss @hisistiaiimr crete 1,919 1,015 
Reformed in America .......... Brood 3,050 
United Brethren in Christ .... 446 260 
WECM saocoteaoonaooodr L133 1,627 

OIA Tite eaennes cok sen cet $117,354 $103,137 


For the information of readers of the RECORD 
who wonder how the Society maintains and 
deepens interest among the churches a word 
about the importance of the Advisory Council is 
in order. Since 1919 officially appointed repre- 
sentatives of the supporting denominations 
have been coming annually to the Bible House 
in New York City to discuss with the officers 
and with the Budget Committee of the Board 
of Managers the financial processes and mis- 
sionary problems of the Society. For the most 
part these representatives are connected with 
the budget-making group of their respective 
denominations and are familiar with the ad- 
ministration of missionary organizations. They 
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have an opportunity to ask all sorts of ques- 
tions and are encouraged to inquire intimately 
into the Society’s affairs. They are thus en- 
abled to carry back to their denominations a 
complete picture of what the Society does and 
how it is doing it. 


The supporting denominations are most 
courteous in making provision on the dockets 
of their official gatherings, such as General 
Conferences, Conventions, General Assemblies, 
and Synods, for a presentation of the work of 
the Society. In addition, district gatherings, 
such as State Conventions, Annual Conferences, 
and Synods as well as Presbyteries, Classes and 
similar bodies, when they are in session, are us- 
ually ready to give either the general officers 
or the district secretaries a hearing. Thus 
the Society’s story is told to the church constit- 
uencies and not infrequently as a result of such 
addresses not only is the obtaining relation- 
ship continued but occasionally is made closer 
and more productive financially. In addition 
there is of course considerable correspondence 
between the Society’s home office and the budget 
commissions and standing committees on the 
Bible Cause for whom detailed documents are 
prepared containing information and accounts 
of the Society’s general work. 


In order to capture the interest of the on- 
coming generation of ministers the theological 
seminaries are visited at intervals and the 
students are told, often with the use of lantern 
slides, of the scope and character of the So-- 
ciety’s operations. Each spring about the mid- 
dle of April the members of the graduating | 
classes of more than ninety seminaries receive - 
a letter of greeting containing information 
about the missionary nature of the Society, 
the Society’s program of help offered on Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday, and an offer of a year’s 
free subscription to the BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 
Friendly relationships are thus created which 
affect the attitude of many ministers through | 
their entire ministry, who, as they advance in 
influence and leadership, reflect that attitude 
in the cooperative relationship between their 
denominations and the Society. | 
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BRAZIL TURNS TO BIBLICAL ART 


BY THE REVEREND CHARLES W. 
TURNER, Ph.D., SECRETARY, 
BRAZIL AGENCY 


art, during certain epochs of its develop- 

ment, has been profoundly influenced by 
the Holy Scriptures. Biblical ‘“‘motifs” have 
exerted a powerful effect upon art in its various 
expressions, and have given to it new impulses, 
as is the case also in the realms of poetry and 
music under masters such as Milton, Shake- 
speare, Dante, Goethe, Handel, and Bach. 

Since the first and second centuries of the 
Christian era artists have portrayed sacred 
scenes, both canvas and mural, and in most 
cases the Christ of the Gospels has been the 
dominant subject. Thus he is early seen as the 
Good Shepherd and as a worker of miracles. 
Later, in mosaic representations usually cov- 
ering a mural surface, Christ is presented as 
the Master and Teacher, occasionally with 
groups of the apostles. Next, dating from the 
sixth century, we have the introduction of his- 
torical or symbolic portrayals. These consist 
of scenes from both the Old and the New Testa- 
ments on subjects such as the Last Judgment, 
the Glories of Paradise, the Christian virtues, 
and others. Notable among those who have 
interpreted these great Biblical themes for the 
edification and inspiration of their fellowmen, 
are Leonardo da. Vinci, Michelangelo, and 
Raphael, in Italy; Diirer, in Germany; Murillo, 
in Spain; Van Dyck and Rembrandt, in Hol- 
land. Rembrandt is considered by many critics 
the greatest religious artist of all time. His 
paintings display great warmth of human feel- 
ing, and are peculiarly satisfying to the evan- 
gelical religious sense. 

Some days ago the writer viewed an exhibi- 
tion of paintings in the School of Fine Arts of 
Rio de Janeiro. Prominently displayed were 
two magnificent paintings by a Brazilian artist 
named Carlos Oswald. These paintings are en- 


is IS common knowledge that the field of 


Whenever sacred art of a high order begins 
to appear in a nation’s life, Christians who 
pray for the coming of the Kingdom should 
rejoice. Along with the increasing demand 
for the Bible in Brazil, Secretary Turner 
here tells of her growing interest in sacred 
art. 


“Suffer the Little Children” 
by Carlos Oswald 


titled ‘‘Suffer the Little Children to Come unto 


Me,” and “The Sermon on the Mount.” Both 
of them are excellent,—the first one especially 
so. Professor Oswald, who comes of Swiss an- 
cestry and belongs to the faculty of the Lyceum 
of Arts in Rio de Janeiro, is a devout Roman 
Catholic and greatly enjoys interpreting Bibli- 
cal subjects. He is a careful reader of the 
Scriptures, and his productions bear witness 
to his acquaintance with the spirit of the Book. 
The painting entitled “Suffer the Little Chil- 
dren to Come unto Me” is peculiarly suggestive 
in its combination of simplicity and forceful- 
ness. The ethical supremacy of the Master is 
clearly manifest in the portrayal, and the in- 
fluence which He appears to exercise upon the 
children is truly uplifting. No one capable of 
appreciating art can gaze upon this painting 
and remain unimpressd; for it fulfills the pri- 
mary purpose of all true Christian art, which 
is, to lift the soul of the beholder beyond the 
bounds of time and sense, making him conscious 


Of a Presence that disturbs with the joy 
Of elevated thoughts. 
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Clipped from the Year’s Revorts 


the retirement of the District’s one full- 

time salaried colporteur, the Reverend 
David H. Findlay, of Rochester, N. Y. During 
his twenty-five years of service, Mr. Findlay 
distributed more than 1,200,000 volumes in 
many languages and always met the cost of 
Scriptures donated from gifts he received 
locally.” e e 


“One colporteur in Baton Rouge found a way 
to make his hobby—the study of foreign lan- 
guages—bear fruit. He wrote, ‘I now have the 
Bible or portions in nearly thirty languages, 
and have read a little in all but three . . . have 
read the Gospel of John in fifteen. . . . There 
are people from some twenty foreign countries 
in Louisiana State University. I try to find 
some Greek or Chinese or Japnese or Hindu or 
Serb, and ask him to show me something about 
his language. We read from the Gospel of 
St. John, and before long he becomes inter- 
ested in Christ.’ ” 


66 [ the Eastern District, the year marked 


@  ) 
. Secretary Penzotti writes, ‘In travel- 
ing over the vast territory ot the La Plata 
Agency, we find unlimited opportunities to 
preach, lecture, and distribute the Bible. Some- 
times we feel greatly encouraged, especially 
when we see the opportunities for evangelistic 
work. But, when we see how small our appro- 
priation is and how little we are doing, we grow 
discouraged. We invite young men to 
dedicate themselves to this work, and when 
they volunteer, we have to inform them we 
are not ready for the job: we do not have the 
necessary books. This is the situation in this 
Agency.’ ” ° ° 


An unusual and promising situation obtains 
in the southern peninsula of Haiti, 
to which there were returned dur- 
ing the year about 12,000 people 
who had been for some time im- 
migrant laborers in Cuba. Most 
of these people have returned evan- 
gelized and have learned the joy of 
labor which most Haitians view 
with reluctance. They have settled 
on farms and hold out for the is- 
land a promise of better days be- 


ce 


cause of their Christian integrity and in- 
dustriousness. These returned emigrants are 
calling not only for Scriptures for themselves 
but also for additional volumes to circulate 
among their neighbors who do not have them. 


@ & 

“One of the higher government schools in 
Turkey asked for a small grant of Bibles for 
its English department. Together with these 
was included a copy of the Revised Turkish 
New Testament. A friend who interested him- 
self in the matter some time later discovered 
that, since it was put on the library shelves, 
this New Testament had been in almost con- 
stant circulation among the students, and that 
there was a small waiting list of those who had 
signed for the book on its return.” 


e @ 

“Secretary Fonger submits his report for 
the fourth year of his secretaryship in Manila. 
The Philippines are looking up. Economic 
conditions are good; the political life under the 
new constitution imparts hope and courage to 
the people. The evangelical movement is vig- 
orous. The circulation of 117,835 volumes rep- 
resents a total exceeded only four times since 
the founding of the Agency forty years ago. 
Only twice has the report shown as large sales 
of whole Bibles. And this is an eleven-month 
year!” e e 


“Just to know of the work of the Society 
awakens in Bible-loving people a desire to sup- 
port it but there are many such who as yet are 
unaware of the Society’s existence. In this day 
of clamorous high-pressure advertising, the So- 
ciety must make its voice heard and its: work 
known.” 


The Colporteur Talks to the Man at the Corn Mill in China 


ri ~* 
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The Society’s Agency among 
the Colored People with its Di- 
vision offices in Atlanta, Char- 
lotte, Cleveland, and Dallas, 
distributed 188,291 volumes 
during the year and had a no- 
table share in the service ren- 
dered to the flood sufferers in 
January. 

To the Blind were distributed 
4,724 raised letter volumes, of 
which 1,135 were supplied by 
the Tokyo Agency to sightless 
Japanese. Since the beginning 
of its service to the Blind in 
1835 the Society has distributed 
over 130,000 of these volumes 
in 25 different languages and 
systems. 

Work Abroad 


Bible distribution in many of 
the more than forty countries 
served by the Society in 1937 
was difficult because of political 
unrest and economic insecurity. 
In view of such conditions, it 
is gratifying to report a total 
distribution abroad of 3,989,- 
807 volumes. For all but one 
of the Agencies this figure rep- 
resents an eleven-month year 
due to the adoption of a 
changed fiscal period. Adding 
an average month for purposes 
of comparison would bring this 
figure to 4,352,516, which com- 
pares favorably with the figure 
for 1936 of 4,672,305. The 
great losses, of course, were in 
China where distribution fell 
off almost 300,000 volumes, and 
in Japan where it fell off ap- 
proximately 200,000. 

By contrast, the Society’s six 
Agencies in Latin America dis- 
tributed 686,689 volumes in the 
eleven reported months as com- 
pared with the total of 583,275 
distributed in the full year of 
1936. In Mexico the increase 
was eighteen percent above 
the year before; in Guatemala 


it grew fourfold; in Chile the 
circulation of 36,010 volumes 
represents an increase of sixty- 
four percent over last year and 
is eight times the distribution 
of 1935. 

Brazil reports for eleven 
months a figure greater than 
any full year in the sixty years 
of the Agency’s work. Latin 
America is hungry for the 
Scriptures. The Society could 
profitably invest three times the 
amount. it is able to devote to 
its work in our sister American 
republics, if friends of the Bi- 
ble would make it possible. 

Conditions in the Near East 
—the lands associated with the 
Bible story—are very unset- 
tled. The Society is happy to 
report under the circum- 
stances a total distribution of 
slightly above that of 1936. 

The Society maintains four 
Agencies in the Far East. Dur- 
ing 1937 two of these are in 
Siam and the Philippines which 
enjoyed peace and a measure 
of prosperity. The other two 
are in China and Japan which 
were for more than half the 
year at war with each other. 

Notable among the achieve- 
ments in the Philippines Agen- 
cy was the appearance from 
the Society’s presses in Manila 
of the Bible in the Samaréno 
dialect. This is the eighth dia- 
lect into which the complete 
Bible has been printed in the 
Philippines. 

Distribution in Siam exceed- 
ed that of last year and prom- 
ises further advance because of 
the successful training-school 
for colporteurs held in the east- 
ern section of the country 
which has hitherto suffered 
from inadequate missionary 
cultivation. 

RECORD readers were kept in- 
formed from month to month 
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of the effect of the hostilities 
in China upon the Society’s 
work. We are grateful to re- 
port that no damage has been 
done to the priceless plates 
stored in Shanghai and that 
distribution, though necessa- 
rily curtailed, has been main- 
tained so widely and with so 
little interruption. 


In Japan the circulation fell 
off not so much because of war 
conditions as from the loss of 
the services of three faithful 
colporteurs—one by death and 
two by conditions arising out of 
the war. The seventeen colpor- 
teurs who did serve visited 
355,000 homes, selling over 
450,000 copies of Gospels and 
other portions — indeed a no- 
table record. 


Cooperation 


No résumé of the Society’s 
work abroad for the year 1937 
is complete without mention- 
ing the important steps taken 
in the cooperative arrange- 
ments with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in Latin 
America, the Near East, and 
the Far East. It was the sec- 
ond complete year in which the 
American Bible Society admin- 
istered the work for both socie- 
ties in Uruguay, and the Brit- 
ish Society similarly served 
Chile. The notable increase in 
the distribution in both coun- 
tries is but one indication of 
the effectiveness of the new ar- 
rangement in simplifying and 
enlarging the work while at 
the same time effecting savings 
in the cost of doing it. 

In the Near East the coop- 
erative arrangements began to 
go into effect during the year, 
with the result that the old 
terminology of Levant and 
Arabic-Levant Agencies gives 
way to the newly organized Bi- 
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ble Lands, North, and Bible 
Lands, South, Agencies. 


Still more significant were 
the steps taken in China, where 
on May 1 the offices of the 
American and British Societies 
were united in Shanghai, and 
where earlier in the year a con- 
ference of local Bible societies 
in China drafted a constitution 
for “The Bible Society in 
China”’ which, it is expected in 
the near future, will become 
the channel through which the 
American and British Societies 
will carry on all their work. 


Translation 


The outstanding event of 
1937 in the Society’s transla- 
tion work was the arrival on 
April 30 of the manuscript of 
the Bulu Old Testament. The 


New Testament in this lan- 


guage spoken by about 600,000 
people living in the French 
Cameroun was published by the 
Society in 1926. Other transla- 
tion and revision work was 
done in the Otetela language 
spoken in the Congo, for vari- 
ous Indian dialects used in 
Central and South Americas in 
certain Philippine dialects, and 
in China and Siam. 


Publication 


Beside the continuous pro- 
duction of Scripture volumes 
in the United States, totaling 
4,469,990, the Foreign Agen- 
cies reported during the year 
from the eight points where 
this work is done abroad the 
publication of Scriptures in 
thirteen languages and dialects. 
In all, there were 128 different 
publications totaling 2,901,814 
issued abroad. 


Publicity 


The Bible is unquestionably 
the best known book in the 


world. Yet there are thou- 
sands of people in our country 
both within and without the 
church who do not know that 
the gift of a few dollars to the 
American Bible Society will 
insure the distribution of hun- 
dreds of Scripture volumes to 
people who otherwise would 
never know the comfort and 
guidance of God’s Word. By 
all the means at its command 
the Society has endeavored 
during the year to acquaint the 
American people with its work. 
Included in these have been 
the BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, ar- 
ticles and news releases con- 
tributed to the secular and 
religious press, stereopticon 
lectures, radio broadcasts, ex- 
hibits at church assemblies and 
conferences, fairs and other 
gatherings, the distribution of 
literature, public addresses, 
and the celebration of Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday. The new 
Bible House, situated on one 
of the principal corners in New 
York City affords an additional 
opportunity through its display 
windows to tell the story of the 
Society’s work. And yet only 
a small portion of the people of 
the churches of America, and 
still less of those outside the 
churches, contribute anything. 
We are convinced that if the 
people only knew, thousands 
not now giving to the work 
would be added to the list of 
donors. 


April Meeting of the Board 


HE twelfth stated meeting of 

the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and twenty-second year 
was held at the Bible House, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New York, 
on Thursday, April 7, 1938, at 3:30 
p.m. Mr. Samuel H. Libby was in 
the chair. 
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Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by the Reverend Dr. Charles 
W. Turner, Ph.D., Secretary of the 
Brazil Agency. 


The minutes of the eleventh 
stated meeting of the year were ap- 
proved. 


Minutes of the various standing 
committees were presented and ap- 
proved and their recommendations 
adopted. 


The name of the Committee on 
Auxiliaries and Home Agencies 
was changed to the Committee on 
National Distribution. 


A resolution conveying the con- 
gratulations and good wishes of the 
Board to Secretary Arthur F. Ra- 
gatz on his completion of twenty- 
five years of service as Secretary of 
the Rocky Mountain District was 
adopted. 


The Reverend Robert O. Frank- 
lin, Secretary of the Siam Agency, 
here on furlough, spoke briefly on 
the Society’s work in his field. 


A grant of 5,000 copies of the ' 
Bulu New Testament on the sale 
and distribution plan to the Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign, Missions 
in the U.S.A., for their West Africa 
Mission, was authorized. 


The Treasurer reported the fol- 
lowing consignments to the Foreign 
Agencies: 


November 1987 Vols. Value 

Latin America .... 18,508 $1,190.53 

Hae Baste crc aierecctevers 2,324 797.66 
20,832 $1,988.19 

December 1897 

Latin America .... 26,603 $7,478.85 

Bar Hasty sess 56 26.78 
26,659 $7,505.63 

January 19388 

Latin America .... 45,701 $7,081.24 

Mar Hast esi cemsren 2 170 
45,703 $7,082.94 


February 1988 


Latin America .... 149,953 $10,340.60 


The issues from the Bible House 
during the month of November were 
347,432 volumes; December, 507,250 
volumes; January, 585,234 volumes, 
and February, 353,213 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider 
Distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures 


Editors: THE SECRETARIES 
Address correspondence to Francis 
Carr Stifler, Editorial Secretary, 
Bible House, New York 
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John Wesley 


LL Bible-loving people are 
A rejoicing with the Meth- 
odists in their celebration of 
the ‘Aldersgate Commemora- 
tion,” the bicentennial of the 
“heart - warming” experience 
of John Wesley that released 
in him those hidden powers 
which made him one of the 
greatest of all the crusaders 
for Christ in the history of the 
church. The exact date was 
May 24, 1738. The BIBLE So- 
CIETY RECORD devotes some of 
its pages to this celebration. 

We are indebted to a mem- 
ber of the Board of Managers 
of the Society, Dr. James R. 
Joy, not only for furnishing the 
cover picture, but also for 
writing the opening article on 
Mr. Wesley and his Bible. Dur- 
ing a part of the month of May 
the large display window of the 
Bible House carried a Wesley 
“exhibit,” for which most of 
the materials were also fur- 
nished by Dr. Joy. 

e @ 


flee April RECORD carried 
a picture of Polly Allen, of 
Dallas, Texas, who it was be- 
lieved was the Society’s young- 


est Life Member. The publish- 
ing of this item brought to 
light the fact that another lit- 
tle Allen really holds this hon- 
or. He is George Douglas Al- 
len, born September 1, 1937, 
and made a Life Member Sep- 
tember 29. Little George is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Hamil- 
ton Allen, of Evanston, IIl. 
Mrs. Allen is the daughter of 
Assistant Secretary Boyd of 
the Society’s Bible House staff. 


George Douglas Allen and his big 
brother James 


The picture also presents James 
Grosvenor Allen, George’s 
brother, born January 38, 1935, 
also a Life Member of the So- 
ciety. 


@ 
PRI first 
marked 
the completion 
of twenty - five 
years of serv- 
ice by Secre- 
tary Ragatz of 


OLLOWING the custom of 

recent years the next issue 
of the BIBLE SocIETY RECORD 
will appear about July 15. 
Monthly issues will commence 
again September first. 

@ @ 

HE Church of the Breth- 

ren is celebrating this 
month the two hundredth an- 
niversary of Christopher 
Sower, Senior, and Christopher 
Sower, Junior, who set up in 
1738 in Germantown, Phila- 
delphia, the printing press on 
which was printed the first 
Bible in a European tongue 
ever to be printed in North 
America. Copies of all three 
editions of this Bible are to be 
seen at the Bible House. 


@® @ 

URING Easter week the 

Rand McNally Map Shop 
in Rockefeller Center, New 
York City, carried a complete 
window exhibit in which a 
model of the R. C. A. Building, 
the tallest of the Rockefeller 
Center group, stood beside a 
stack of the Society’s Bibles. 
It had been figured out that a 
stack containing all the Scrip- 
ture volumes distributed in the 
United States by the Society 
in 1937 would reach 133 times 
higher than the building. 


the Rocky , 
: - Mountain Dis- | 
cde Medes trictee ne voats a 


period there have passed 
through the Denver office 


3,135,330 volumes of Scripture | 


to the largest District in point 
of area in the home field. In 
recognition of this achieve- 
ment, we have asked Dr. Ra- 
gatz to contribute an article on 
his work which will appear in 
the next issue of the RECORD. 


From Rand McNally’s Easter Exhibit, 
in New York 


Page 86 


The Year 1937 in Figures 


Distribution 


CoMPARED WITH THE Last Two YEARS 
Total Distribution in the United States 


Bibles Testaments Portions Total 

sO Steers tae 175,718 269,304 2,898,721 3,338,748 
IEG o-oe do 0 157,830 226,066 2,726,817 3,110,718 
1935 ...... 182,881 285,563 2,483,188 2,951,632 
Total Distribution in Foreign Lands 
US aonb eo dlexGOe 4s 185,406 38,668,856 3,989,807 
ALSO eh Acoats 181,940 175,174 4,865,191 4,672,305 
WORE Gee soo Jakes 161,959 3,998,426 4,271,918 
Total Distribution At Home and Abroad 
TKUESTA  papresciaes 311,768 454,710 6,562,077 7,328,550 
IG 4 soe 289,770 401,240 7,092,008 17,783,018 
1985 ...... 299,414 447,592 6,476,614 7,223,550 
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Workers 


COMPARED WITH 1936 


———_ 1937 ————_ -— 1936 —, 

Inthe U.S. Abroad Total Inthe U.S. Abroad Total 
District and Di- 
vision Secreta- 


TICS TS sas fay soles 14 12 26 14 aly 26 
SubagentS .... «+. Zi 2d oe 24 24 
Colpoerteurs..... 15 400 415 23 848 SUL 
Correspondents . 719 945 1,664 518 925 1,443 
Volunteers .... 332 439 ee. Sol 542 873 
Office Workers . 31 ea 106 26 75 101 
Home Office ... 61 a 61 60 Ae: 60 

Tl 1,892 3,064 972 1,926 2,898 
® @ @ 


Publication, Bible House, New York 


COMPARED WITH THE Last Two Yrars 


19387 1936 1985 

Bibles 2s. sees 255,358 226,547 223,413 

Testaments 366,318 302,635 329,856 

IPoaeMe Zoondac 3,844,988 3,140,854 2,721,915 

Tosh Bane dodod 3,326 3,886 8,851 

4,469,990 3,673,922 3,279,035 

Concordances ... 969 1,416 1,179 

® @ @ 
General Budget Income 

Average 

Estimated Received Receipts 

1937 1937 1921-19380 

Churches setae oon $115,000.00 $117,354.13 $234,133.02 

Endividuals: aussie susrevees «6 112,500.00 103,377.51 188,864.22 

Auxillariesancn seisrccivcvenks 13,000.00 15,356.85 20,046.99 
Legal Trusts and Avail- 

able Investments ...... 120,000.00 124,051.54 118,797.43 

ISO SACIEE SA ci scetevetern viewerenere 130,000.00" 130,000.00 66,493.34 

Annuities Terminated .... 70,000.00 70,010.00 18,823.43 

Pl DTS SER OuEG riciecleceteta aca etal mans a Suc tabatcine Waioin| sepals aes 39,854.79 

Miscellaneous ......0.0.-. 2,000.00 2,128.02 2,627.78 

Ota owas sascsmhereone ele $562,500.00 $562,268.05 $639,641.00 

Applied from Unexp. Bal. . 8,520.00 CHePADK))  SGaaGuGod 


AO So bob Goon ouon $571,020.00 $570,788.05 $639,641.00 


MAY 1938 


The Annual Meeting of the 
Society 


N Thursday, May 12, at 3:30, the new 
() Bible House was for the second time 


the scene of the Annual Meeting of the 
Bible Society. It was the one hundred and 
twenty-second time that the members of the 
Society had come together to receive the report 
of the Board of Managers for the year past, 
and to elect Managers to fill the places of those 
whose terms expired. On the inside of the back 
cover of this issue of the RECORD will be found 
the names of those elected. They appear under 
the heading “Term 1938-1942.” 

Six Honorary Life Members were also 
elected. They were the Reverend Arthur H. 
Wilkinson, B.D., and the Reverend John R. 
Temple, D.D., the Secretaries of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, in recognition of 
the distinguished service they had recently 
rendered in carrying through the plans for 
closer cooperation between the two Societies in 
their work in South America, in the Near East, 
and in China; the Reverend E. B. Stilz, and 
Reverend and Mrs. Dudley Peck for notable 
service in translation in Africa and Central 
America respectively; and Gerard A. Bailly in 
recognition of many years of service given as 
the Society’s depositary in Venezuela while 
carrying on his own missionary work. 

The one hundred and twenty-second meeting 
was made memorable by the presence of three 
agents of the Society, who brought fresh mes- 
sages from the foreign field: Rev. Robert O. 
Franklin, Secretary of the Siam Agency; Rev. 
James Oscar Boyd, Ph.D., D.D., for eighteen 
years the Society’s representative in the Near 
East; and Rev. Charles W. Turner, Ph.D., the 
Society’s Agent. in Brazil. Their messages 
made vivid the power of the Scriptures in lands 
where, except for the Bible Societies, there 
would be no Scriptures, and the growing de- 
mand on the part of the people for God’s Word 
—so much so that, if the funds were available, 
several times the distribution of last year could 
have been absorbed without calling upon the 
services of any additional distributors. 

The meeting was preceded by a fifteen min- 
ute city-wide broadcast in which Secretary 
Turner was interviewed concerning Brazil and 
the Society’s work there. 


Officers, Managers, and Agencies of the American Bible Society 


President 
JOHN T. MANSON 


Vice Presidents 


HERMAN J, SCHAFER, Mo. 

EDWARD S. JOUETT, Ky. 

HoRACE WHITE, La. 

J. HENRY BAKER, Md. 

ROBERT R. Morton, LL.D., Ala. 

R. L. SMITH, Tex. 

ROBERT L. CARRICK, Ky. 

JOHN R. HAWKINS, D. C. 

HENRY S. STEARNS, M.D., N. Y. 
Wave H. ELLIs, DIB 1D), 10), (0) 

WM. JAy SCHIEFFELIN, PH.D sy Nj. Ye 
Won. LYON PHELPs, LITT.D., Conn. 
GPNERAL EVANGELINE BootH, London 


CHARLES E. HueuHss, LL.D., D. C. 
JOHN R. Mort, LL.D., N. Y. 
CHRISTOPHER MATHESON, Okla. 

B. PRESTON CLARK, Mass. 

CARL E. MILLIKEN, LL.D., Me. 
WILLIAM S. PILLING, Pa. 

Mrs. FINLEY J. SHEPARD, LL.D., N. Y. 
Harry P. CONVERSE, Ky. 

JuNius E. BEAL, Mich. 

WALTER L. STOCKWELL, N. Dak. 
Henry J. ALLEN, Kee Kan. 
FRANK ie Horne, N. 

FRANK O. LOWDEN, LLD., Il. 


General Secretaries 


Rv. Eric M. NortH, PH.D., D.D. 
REV. GEORGE WILLIAM BROWN, i0}20)5 


ELBERT A. HARVEY, Mass. 

C. EDGAR ANDERSON, N, Y. 

E. CLARENCE MILLER, LL.D., Pa. 
ROBERT B. Scort, Ga. 

Jou, KRars) T15 

JOHN §S. FisHeR, LL.D., Pa. 
FRANK J. HarRwoop, Wis. 
ROBERT H. SPEpR, D.D., N. Y. 
JOSIAH H. PENNIMAN, LL.D., Pa. 
JOHN H. FINuey, LL.D., N. Y. 
FRANK H. Mann, N. Y. 

A. R. CLARK, I]Il. 

WALTER W. Grosser, III. 


Editorial and Recording Secretary 
Rev. FRANCIS CARR STIFLER, D.D. 


Treasurer 


Associate Secretary 
GILBERT DARLINGTON 


RoME A. BETTs, M.A. 


Assistant Secretary 
REV. JAMES OscaR Boyn, PH.D., D.D. 
TERM—1937 To 1941 TERM—1938 To 1942 

WINTHROP M. TUTTLE DANIEL BURKE, LL.D, 
ORRIN R, Jupp ELISABETH B. CUTTING 
ELLWooD M. RABHNOLD JaMES M. STUART 
EDWARD S, MALMAR HowarRD WHITTEMORE 
JEREMIAH R. VAN BRUNT PAUL T. JONES 
WARD MELVILLE STETSON BAKER 
EpwarRD H. Humgs, M.D. JOHN BINNS 
FRED HERRIGEL, JR. Howarp C. WIcK 
C. E. LEAVERS JoHN H. MurRpocH, JR. 


HARRY HovDGES E. ALLAN WILLIFORD 
HELENA M. BABBAGE 


Managers 
TERM—1936 To 1940 


ROSCOE c. E. Be Lirt.D. 
ARINE GEORGE ooLsEY, M.D. 

“oeeaear EDMONDS WILLIAM P. STEVENSON, LL.D. 

Jamzes R Joy LL.D Wm. ALBERT HARBISON 

CHARLES. RF DARLINGTON JAMES T. VAN STEENBERGH 

siuas F, HaLLock, M.D JOHN orth M.D. 

Ray CLARKE TILLINGHAST ee eyes 

S. FREDERICK TELLEEN 


WILLIAM H. BEERS 
ARTHUR Y. MEEKER Mrs. J. W. DECKER 


TERM—1935 To 1939 
GsoreE D. BEATTYS 


Ministerial Members of Board Committees 


Pror. J. NEwTON Davies, S.T.D. Rev. Mark A, DAwsBeER, D.D. 

REV. ERNEST BRENNECKE, PH.D. REV. FREDERICK LENT, D.D., LL.D. 
RrEv. JOHN SUTHERLAND BONNELL, D.D, Rev. BuRTON S. EASTON, PH.D., D.D. 
BiIsHOP HERBERT WELCH, D.D., LL.D. PROF. EDWIN E. CALVERLBY, PH.D. 
Rev. JoHN Gass, D.D. Rev. HERMAN N. Morssz, D.D. 


Rev. R. S. INGLis, D.D. 

ProF. OswaLp T. ALLIS, PH.D., D.D. 

ProF. JOHN H. RAVEN, D.D. 

BisHoP F. J. McCONNELL, PuH.D., D.D. 
Rev. ROBERT M. HOPKINS, IDRID ss 1071 65 OE 


In the United States—Districts and Depositories 


District and Division Secretaries 
Eastern—New York, North New Jersey ...........6.-. RreteeNeveustoueren REV. GEORGE WILLIAM BROWN, Bible House, New York. 


Atlantic—Pennsylvania, Delaware, South New Jersey nS Gs op aebo mod Rey. G. G. Dihwortn, 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Capital—Maryland, District of Columbia ............ Qarcng Rev. E. C. Powsrs, 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore, Md. 
South Atlantic—Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina ............ Rev. I. S. McHuLroy, Jr., 218 N. Adams St., Richmond, Va. 
Southern—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Miss. ..... REV. B. H. SMITH, 85 Walton St., Atlanta, Ga. 
Central—Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky ATH cris mole DD Cia ONS AR TD Ruv. G. B. CAMERON, 519 Main St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Northwestern—lllinois, Iowa, Missouri, Wis., Minn., N. D., S. D. ence Baye Ae, ire McLavGHLin, 35 EB. Wacker Drive, Chicago, Ill. 
Southwestern—Texas, ‘Oklahoma, Arkansas, Eovisianal uss oe bac Rev. J. J. MORGAN, 1814 Main St., Dallas, Tex. 

Rocky Mountain—Col., Neb., Kan., Utah, Wyo., Mont., Ida., N. Mex., Ariz..Rmv. A. F. RaGatz, 1108—15th St., Denver, Colo. 
Pacific—California, Washington, ‘Ore., Nevada, Alaska, Ha wativien ssh Rev. R. W. BAYLEss, 224 McAllister St., San Francisco, Cal, 


Divisions of the Hayen Memorial Agency among the Colored People of the United States 


Atlanta—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tenn. ..Rmev. D H STANTON, 56 Gammon Ave., S. H., Atlanta, Ga. 
Charlotte—No. Carolina, Virginia, W. Va., D. C., Maryland .......... Rev. J. S. N. Tross, 329 S. Brevard St., Charlotte, N. C. 
Cleveland—Ohio, Pa., N. Y., N. J., Del., Mich., Ind., Ill., Mo., Ky. ....Rnv. A. J. ALLEN, 2193 E. 89th St., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Dallas—Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas ............. Rev. M. L, VAUGHTERS, 2549 Elm St., Dallas, Texas. 


Depositories 


To receive and dispatch orders for Scriptures 


New York City—Bible House, Park Ave. and 57th St. .New York, New Jersey, Penna., Del., Maryland, D. C., Virginia, W. Va 


Atlanta, Georgia—85 Walton St. ....... ee eee eee eaee No. pees: So. Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Mississippl. 
Chicago, Illinois—35 E. Wacker Drive Ohio, Ky., Tll., Iowa, Mo., Mich., Wis., Minn., 'N. Dak., S. Dak. 
Dallas, eae ee UA Main iStie ert os ee oere eave eisusierel oes 8 Texas, Ornate. Arkansas, Louisiana. 

Denver, Colorado—1108—15th St. ..... . Nebraska, Kan., Colo., Utah, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, New Mexico, Ariz. 
San Francisco, California—224 McAllister Sti Maer srshes Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Alaska, Hawaiian Islands. 


Foreign Agencies 


Brazil — REV. CHARLES W. TURNER, Philippines—Rrv. W. H. FONGER, Box 
PH.D., Bible House, Avenida Eras- 755, Bible House, No. 636 Isaac 
mo Braga No. 12, Rio de Janeiro. Peral, Manila. 


, Siam—ReEvV. RoBERT O. FRANKLIN, 703 
Bible Lands Agency, North—C. S. BELL, , 
Box 747, Beirut, Syria. Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 


China—ReEvy. CARLETON LAcy, D.D., Bible 
Bible Lands Agency, South—Rev. E. W. House, 58 Hongkong Road, Shang- 
HUDGELL, M.A., 


O. Box 724, hai. 


West Indies —JosH MarcriaL-DORADO, 
PH.D., Neptuno 173, Havana, Cuba. 

Mexico—SR. Hee. MARROQUIN, Apartado 
1373, Mexico City. 

Caribbean—Rxv. RAYMOND R. GREGORY, 
Bible House, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 

Upper Andes—JOHN RITCHIE, Apartado 
448, Girén Camanf 836, Lima, Peru. 

La Plata—Rrv. P, PENZOTTI, Calle Cor- 


rientes 728, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


: 12), 
62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, 
Egypt. 


Japan—RkrEv. K. E. AURELL, Bible House, 
No. 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Maine—Lorina@ S. STRICKLAND, 19 Pine St., 
New Hampshire—Epwarp A. DAME, 24 Warren St.. Concord. 
Vermont—ReEv, EVERETT A. BABCOCK, 121 So. Willard Street, 


Burlington. 
Connecticut — Rev. S. W. RAYMOND, 
Hartford. 


278 Farmington Ave., 


Portland. 


Massachusetts—ALBERT ROscoOE, 41 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Rhode Island—RE8v. SELDEN R. McCurpy, D.D., 
minster St., Providence. 


Maryland—ReEv. EB. C. Powsrs, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St. 
more. 


144 West- 


, Balti- 


SECURITY 


Hot YOU: 


To establish a regular income 
is one of the surest ways of avoiding the worry and anxiety 


of old age. And that is what Annuity Agreements of the 


American Bible Society help you to do. No matter how 
business conditions have varied between prosperity and depression, Annuity checks at regular 


agreed intervals have never failed to come when due. 


Let us tell you about the planned security of an Annuity Agreement which will bring 
you comfort and peace of mind as long as you live. Y 


At the same time you will be helping to bring new U Re TO iE D 


hope and joy to thousands in far-away lands through the 
wonderful service of translating, publishing, and dis- F OR H E Re: 


tributing the Bible, which the American Bible Society 


has carried on for over one hundred and twenty years. 
<> 


Send for the booklet A Gift That Lives. It tells you just 
what an Annuity Agreement is and how it fulfils your 
generous desire to promote this indispensable Christian task. 


MAIL THIS COUPON 
AN TODAY 


INCOME ‘epptewiees pre aS ~ 


gps AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Park Ave. & 57th St., New York 


booklet 620 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Name 


Address Denomination 


= 
! 
| 
Please send me, without obligation, your : 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


